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I . Basis of the opinion 


I. This opinion has been drawn on the basis of the language of international application, unless otherwise 


indicated below. 
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V Reasoned statement under Rule 43,2. l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. STATEMENT 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive Step(IS) 
Industrial Applicability (LA) 



Claims 1-8 



Claims NONF. 



_YES 
_N0 



Claims 5, 6 



Claims 1-4,7,R 



_YES 
.NO 



Claims 1-8 



Claims NONP. 



_YES 
.NO 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

Reference 1: JP 2001-195198 A (Matsushita Electric' Industrial Co., Ltd.) , 
19 July, 2001 

Reference 2: JP 11-126429 A (Ricoh Co., Ltd.)/ 11 May, 1999 
Reference 3: JP 63-75927 A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 06 April, 1988 
Reference 4 : JP 2 001-155433 A (Matsushita Electric Industrial Co. , Ltd - ) , 
08 June, 2001 

Reference 5: JP 2000-293942 A (Rohm Co., Ltd.), 20 October, 2000 
Reference 6: JP 11-144397 A (Alpine Electronics, Inc.), 28 May, 1999 
Reference 7: JP 9-180379 A (Toshiba Corp.). 11 July, 1997 
Reference 8: JP 2001-297536 A (Sony Corp.), 26 October, 2001 
Reference 9: JP 10-149542 A (Yamaha Corp.), 02 June, 1998 
Reference 10: JP 6-150540 A (Sony Corp.), 31 May, 1994 
Reference 11: JP 4-232663 A (Sony Corp.), 20 August, 1992 
Reference 12: JP 2001-43626 A (Sony Corp.), 16 February, 2001 

The present invention of Claim 1 does not have inventive step over 
references 1-5 recited in the International Search Report. 

The reference 1 (Column 32, line 28 to column 35, line 50 and Figs. 
1, 18, 19) and the reference 2 (Column 5, line 7 to column 6, line 30 and 
Figs. 1-3) disclose that a user block is only stored in a buffer, without 
storing a link block, when the data comprising the user block in a packet 
and the link block in a connection block is read-out to stored in a buffer. 

At this time, as described in the reference 3 (full text and Figs. 1, 
2; especially a recitation of "save register"), reference 4 (Column 4, 
lines 29 to 45 and Fig. 2), and reference 5 (Column 6, line 11 to column 
7, line 23 and Figs. 1, 2), when the data stored in the buff er is unnecessary, 
a data to be newly stored in the buffer is written over the unnecessary 
data by not up-dating an address pointer which indicates a position where 
a data should be stored in the buffer. This is a skill which is commonly 
performed in the buffer management and it would be obvious for the skilled 
person in the art to employ this skill in the skill described in references 

Ir 2. 
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Supplemental Box 



(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 
Continuation of V.2 

The present invention of Claims 2, 3 do not have an inventive step over 
the references 1-5 and the references 6, 1 which are cited in the 
International Search Report. 

It is well known that a continuity of a block is detected based on a block 
number or a block address, as described in the reference 6 (Column 8, lines 
31 to 40, column 10, line 3 to column 12, line 1 and Figs. 6-8) and the 
reference 7 (Full text and Figs. 1-6). 



The present invention of Claim 4 does not have an inventive step over the 
references 1-5 and the reference 8 which is cited in the International Search 
Report . 

The reference 8 discloses judging that a block being presently read becomes 
a block for writing (corresponding to "a link block") and a block being 
presently read is not a block for writing i.e. it becomes a user block, 
by detecting mode byte in the block header (corresponding to "a block 
ID") (Column 10, line 37 to column 11, line 21, column 15, line 31 to column 
16, line 24 and Figs. 3, 4, 9) . The reference 8 judges that the block is 
a user block until the block being presently read becomes a block for writing, 
and the block is the block for writing until the block being presently read 
becomes a user block. 

The present invention of Claims 7, 8 do not have inventive step over the 
references 9-12 which are cited in the International Search Report . 

The reference 9 discloses the user block and the link block which are 
stored in the buffer can be identified by referring to header fields of 
each block, when a data comprising the user block in the packet and the 
link block in the connection block is read-out to be. store in a buffer 
sequentially (Full-text and Figs. 1-5). 

At this time, as described in the reference 10, when storing the data 
in the buffer, a format is changed to store by writing an auxiliary 
information into an undefined area in a data structure of the data (Column 

5, lines 31-36 and Fig. 6), and as described in the references 11 (Column 

6, lines 5-34) and 12 (Column 23, line 19-column 24, line 9 and Figs. 6, 
13, 14), when storing the data in the buffer, a distinct information for 
distinguishing the data is added to store. These are skills which are 
commonly performed in the buffer management. 

The present invention of Claims 5, 6 is not described in any references 
cited in the International Search Report, therefore it is not obvious to 
the skilled person in the art. 
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